Limb pain associated with an undiagnosed hemoglobinopathy and pseudononcyesis.
Over a 2-month period, a 16-yr-old African-American female presented with recurrent episodes of severe, migratory limb pain. Sickle cell C disease was ultimately diagnosed. She adamantly denied sexual activity but was found to be 28 weeks pregnant. Her limb pain was probably triggered by the metabolic and hemodynamic demands of pregnancy. The case illustrates the importance of thoroughly examining patients with recurrent, unexplained physical complaints.